
 
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
MAYOR’S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE 
MAYOR 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
 
          
 Case #: HPC 2017.093 
KRISTENNA CHASE, PRESERVATION PLANNER Date: November 28, 2017   
SARAH WHITE, PLANNER & PRESERVATION PLANNER 
 Recommendation: Conditional Approval  
  

CITY HALL ● 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE ● SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143 
(617) 625-6600 EXT. 2500 ● TTY: (617) 666-0001 ● FAX: (617) 625-0722 

www.somervillema.gov 

 
PRESERVATION STAFF REPORT 

  
Site: 59 Cross Street 

 
Applicant Name: Michio Painter 
Applicant Address: 47 Vinal Avenue 
Owner Name: Michio Painter & Nadia Cohen 
Owner Address: same as above 
Agent: Sammy Jimenez 

 
Petition: Somerville Hispanic Association for Community Development, Owner, seeks permission from 
the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to alter north side entry and walkway to meet 
ADA requirements. 
 
HPC Hearing Date:  November 28, 2017 

 
 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
   

1. Subject Property: The subject church building 
is located on a local arterial across the street 
from the East Somerville Community School. 
See Form B for details. 

2. Proposal: The Applicant proposes to replace 
the metal roofs on the dormers with copper. The 
following are his thoughts on the project. 
 

• unknown metal roof/unsure when it was 
installed 

• time to replace at least several of the 
dormer roofs from damage and poor 
repair 
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• obviously want to keep metal, not replace with asphalt or anything like, despite expense   
• from a durability and maintenance perspective copper is a good choice 
• copper would fit with the neighboring mansard 
• partially visible from the street 
• while originally a more modest house like ours might not have used copper, it was still a 

material in use at the time and may have been used if an occupant could afford it 
• like the example of the neighboring house, we believe that the copper (once patinated) 

would work nicely with the slate roof and not be too "over the top" for a house in a more 
modest style 

• that said in general the house was intended to be a bit more ornate and decorative than a 
plainly modest cottage (projections, gingerbread wood cut-outs, brackets, drop pendants, 
etc., etc.) so moving from the more drab black paint to copper seems reasonably 
consistent with that aesthetic.  

 
II. FINDINGS FOR ROOFS 

Capping the historic building, the roof is one of its most dominant features. The shape, slope, 
geometry, and orientation of the roof, as well as its structural elements and ornamental details, 
define the style and period of the building. The depth of the eaves is often an important clue in 
determining a building's original style and age. The original form of the roof should, therefore, 
remain intact whenever possible. Non-historic elements should be located so as not to be visible 
from the public way. 
 

1. Preserve the integrity of the original or later important roof shape. 

2. Retain the original roof covering whenever possible.  If the property has a slate roof, conserve the 
roof slates.  Slate is a near-permanent roofing material, and deterioration is generally caused by 
rusted roofing nails. 

3. Whenever possible, replace deteriorated roof covering with material that matches the old in 
composition, color, size, shape, texture and installation detail. 

4. Preserve the architectural features that give the roof its distinctive character, such as cornices, 
gutters, iron filigree, cupolas, dormers and brackets.  Downspouts should be inconspicuously 
located and should be painted to match the color of the siding. 

Staff Findings: Staff finds no alteration of the roof shape form or size. The Owner intends to replace a 
painted metal roof of unknown composition but probably iron or tin with another type of metal copper. 
Metal roofs were typically painted to protect the metals used. Copper roofs were used for more important 
buildings. The dormer roofs and gutters on the house next door, under a previous owner were replace with 
copper in 2011. These have become patinated and blend well with the slate roof. Staff recommends that 
the Applicant use copper pre-patinated in a color similar to the slate roof. This would achieve the look of 
an older roof.  

III. RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the information provided and an assessment of the proposal against the Somerville LHD 
guidelines, Staff recommends A Certificate of Appropriateness for the new ADA ramps and entry 
with the following conditions: 

1. All appropriate building permits shall be obtained prior to the start of any work. 
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2. If changes are necessary to the proposed design for which this Certificate of Appropriateness was 
issued, new plans shall be submitted to Historic Staff prior to commencing the work. 

3. The dormer roofs shall be constructed of pre-patinated copper in a color close to that of the slate 
roof. 

4. The copper shall be approved by Historic Staff prior to installation. 

5. Historic Staff shall issue a sign-off upon completion of the project that this was done in 
accordance with the Certificate and approved plans. 

A Certificate of Non-Applicability shall be issued for the additional  repairs and maintenance in 
kind for the dormers 
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47 Vinal Avenue dormer roofs 
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45 Vinal Avenue Roof 
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45 Vinal Avenue 
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Wednesday, April 20, 2011 at 12:57 PM 

 

  

Inventory No: SMV.286    

Historic Name: Wellington, Lizzie House 

Common Name:

Address: 47 Vinal Ave 

City/Town: Somerville 

Village/Neighborhood: Prospect Hill 

Local No: 72-D-01 

Year Constructed: C 1875 

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Second Empire 

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s):
SMV.AX: Pleasant Avenue Historic District
SMV.C: Central Hill

Designation(s): Local Historic District (3/4/2003) 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on: 

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


AREA FORM NO. 
286 

Town 

P r o s p e c t H i l l 

Cjp^TTPVTT.T.F. 

Address AI v i n a l toemjfi 
Historic Name 

( d e v e l o p e r ) 

L i z z i e W e l l i n g t o n 

Use: Present r p s i d e n t l a l . 

Original r p n i I J P " H A 1 

DESCRIPTION 

Date i 87S- 1 fi-7Q — 
S o u r c e d e e d / maps / v i s u a l a n a l y s . 

Style M a n s a r d C o t t a g e 

's location 
1nv r e l a t i o n xo nearest, u m a and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
ifltersection(s). . \ 
Indicate north u 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood s h i n g l e s 

Outbuildings 

a 
3 

WLOTM . 
I MOT 9 i 

T a •i—woo • . SJS j*T IT"**"* GttJL - L12L 
I m 1 P-LJ - U 0 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

xfSu*h •• 0 MOO 

Condition g o o d 
PLEA! 

Moved Date 

Acreage 2830 RQ. f t . 

% Setting E a s i fi-i(1Q o f v i n a l . s o u t l 

'L®J P 3 ! L| e o m a of yjgiaJ and E l s a s a n t Avfii 

MM >»" ffp ®! 

IfTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

W P H a s t a l a l i a h f i d den-H aJ ^ w e j _ 
n e i g h b o r h o o d o f l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r ; 

Recorded by G r e t c h e n G. S c h u l e r 
S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c 

Organization P r e s e r v a t i o n Comm 

Date A n r i l , 1988 

^ p 5 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

S i t u a t e d on t h e c o r n e r o f V i n a l and p l e a s a n t , t h i s one and o n e - h a l f s t o r y 
M a n s a r d c o t t a g e i s a s l i g h t l y e l a b o r a t e f o r m o f a modest b u i l d i n g s t y l e . 
The house has two m a i n m a n s a r d r o o f b l o c k s w i t h h i p p e d r o o f d o r m e r s and 
b r a c k e t s on a d e c o r a t i v e s l a t e r o o f , a wrap p o r c h w i t h r o u n d t a p e r e d 
c o l u m n s , a p a i r e d d o o r s i d e h a l l e n t r a n c e , and a t h r e e - p a r t f i r s t s t o r y 
window w i t h p e d i m e n t m o l d i n g s o v e r e ach of t h e t h r e e s a s h e s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played 1n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

P r o s p e c t H i l l , one o f t h e most p r o s p e r o u s r e s i d e n t i a l n e i g h b o r h o o d s , 
i e v o l v e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . P r i o r t o t h a t i t was an 
' a g r i c u l t u r a l c o m munity of f a r m s . L a r g e t r a c t s o f l a n d were p u r c h a s e d by 
1 r e a l e s t a t e i n v e s t o r s and w e l l - t o - d o m e r c h a n t s i n t h e mid 1 8 0 0 s . P l e a s a n t , 

G rand V i e w and V i n a l A venues were p a r t of t h e 1870 s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n f o r I r a 
H i l l and o t h e r s ( P l a n Book 17, P l a n 8 8 ) . S e v e r a l s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n s s u c h as 
t h i s were done f o r o t h e r p a r t s of P r o s p e c t H i l l . I r a H i l l , who l i v e d a t 
#91 B o s t o n S t r e e t , was a p r i n c i p a l i n m o s t . O t h e r P l e a s a n t / V i n a l Avenue 
i n v e s t o r s were E l i j a h W a l k e r who a l s o moved t o p l e a s a n t A v e n u e , and H o r a c e 
P a r t r i d g e . Many of t h e l o t s were s u b d i v i d e d a g a i n p r i o r t o d e v e l o p m e n t . 
R e s i d e n t s were p r o s p e r o u s B o s t o n o r U n i o n S q u a r e b u s i n e s s m e n . 

L o t #41 of H i l l ' s 1870 P l a n was s u b d i v i d e d by A l f r e d V i n a l and s o l d i n 1875 
t o L i z z i e W e l l i n g t o n ("a s i n g l e woman f r o m C a m b r i d g e " as i s s t a t e d i n t h e 
d e e d s ) who b u i l t t h e two m a n s a r d s b e f o r e s e l l i n g . T h i s house was s o l d t o 
R e b e c c a and A a r o n C o o l i d g e i n 1879. By 1883 C h a r l e s May, w a t c h m a k e r i n 
B o s t o n , l i v e d i n t h e c o r n e r h o u s e . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1. A t l a s of M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y , S o m e r v i l l e : 1874 ("A. V i n a l " , l a n d o n l y ) , 

1884 ("May"), 1895 ( " C h a r l e s M a y " ) . 
2. C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s , 1 8 7 0 s - 1 8 9 0 s , 
3. R e g i s t r y of D e e d s , M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y : Book 1358, Page 600; Book 1381, 

Page 8. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address 

S O M E R V I L L E 47 V I N A L A V E N U E 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING . , 
220 MORRIS SEY BOULEVARD I jzzz 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

One of three adjacent Mansard cottages, this dwelling on the corner lot consists of the main mansard block 

oriented to V i n a l Avenue and a rear ell mansard block that is slightly offset so that it projects south of the main 

block and is visible from the V i n a l Avenue facade. The house now is sheathed in wood clapboards and retains 

its original patterned slate roof. Each o f the two main elevations facing Pleasant Avenue and V i n a l Avenue has 

a two-story projecting rectangular bay with three first-story windows topped with a paired sash dormer on the 

The first story one-over-one windows in the bays have wood triangular decorative pediments on top and once 

had applied floriated design panels under the windows as well as the pediments. The applied material has been 

removed from all panels; however, the shadow of the design remains as evidence of the original design intent. 

The rear ell has a single story projecting bay on the south side. First story fenestration is echoed in the 

bracketed dormers, each with a projecting flat cornice. On the west facade, fronting on V i n a l Avenue, the side 

hall entrance has a double leaf door with etched glass set in a plain frame with transom. The porch wraps from 

the side hall entrance bay to the projecting ell on the south side of the house. It is carried by tapered round 

Tuscan-style columns and has a plain balustrade. Wood steps approach the porch. A n entrance into the rear ell 

is on the Pleasant Avenue side and has a decorative Italianate door hood with open brackets and drop pendants. 

Prepared by : Gretchen G. Schuler, preservation consultant 

Date: August 2002 
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